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Alliance
Leicester

Visit your local friendly agency at
6 High Street, Barrow upon Soar

Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri 9.00-5.00
Wed 9.00-1.00
Sat 9.00-12.00
01509 416664

Alliance & Leicester plc.
Registered Office:

Carlton Park, Leicester LE19 OAL
Company Number: 3263713
Registered in England

0. L ¥
s The Paper Shop 24
9 High Street
Barrow Upon Soar

Masala

Indian Takeaway
Opening hours:
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs: 5.30 - 11.00
Fri & Sat 5.30-12.00am Closed Tuesdays

Your Village Newsagent

Morning, Evening and Sunday papers
delivered

**CHRISTMAS GOODS NOW IN STOCK**

Newspapers*Tobacco*Confectionery
Greetings cards*Lottery*Magazines
Mobile, Gas & Electricity top ups
Dry Cleaning agents*Off Licence

VILLAGE EVENT TICKETS SOLD HERE
Opening Hours

Mon, Tues, Thurs 5am-6pm
Wed, Fri, Sat 5am-7:30pm Sun 5am-1pm

: v Ay vAg
Tel- O 1 509 4 1 2859 <]©> Tel: 01509 412314 <]©l>
28, High Street, Barrow upon Soar,LE12 8BP L Vi Q L Vi Q

Ree Construction

Patios & Driveways
Hard Landscaping Specialists,
Redland Award Winners

Free quotes & advice

Fully insured

Fully guaranteed

All work carried out to BS6717 standard
27 years experience

Portfolio available for inspection

Covering the Charnwood area

Tel: 01162 303602
Mob: 07740 177822

our website www.keeconstruction.co.uk
Kee Construction, 85 Rothley Road, Mountsorrel, Leicester
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Why does Christmas
seem earlier?

Is it an age thing? When you are a child, you long for Christmas Day but the wait
appears to be never-ending. Now it seems to arrive earlier each year which is
strange, after all there is no surprise about the date!

We hope you enjoy this seasonal edition.

The end of the year is always a time to look back and also forward to 2008. Our aim is to keep improving and this year we
made the decision to pay more to make Barrow Voice even better with a higher quality paper. It is thanks to our advertising
revenue that we were able to do this and we hope you like the results. So this brings me to the inevitable end of year thank
yous, to our advertisers obviously, to Barrow-upon-Soar Community Association (BUSCA) for its support and encouragement, to
Mulberry Square for layout and print, and last but by no means least to the Barrow Voice team, all volunteers who give up their
spare time to plan, write, take pictures, create adverts, send invoices, edit, proof read, distribute and maintain the website.

What a team! Have a great Christmas and we’ll be back in the New Year.

Jane Tindle is the
new Echo correspondent

Margaret Earl has been the reporter for the Loughborough Echo Barrow Village News for 14 years. She has now
decided that it is time to retire. Barrow Voice and the Community Association would like to take this
opportunity to thank for her hard work and commitment over all these years.

Two years ago, Margaret distinguished herself by winning the Silver Quill Award for services to the Loughborough Echo
newspaper in the Village News section.

Taking over the reins is Jane Tindle. We are delighted to welcome her to a role that is so important to the success of so many
village events. Jane asks that your notices, reports and press releases are typed wherever possible and that, if you humanly can,
you email them to her at jane@tindle0|.fsnet.co.uk

Her phone number is 01509 414201 and if you need to pop an article in to her, she lives at 45 Melton Road. It is down the jitty
between Melton Road and the top of New Street. Even more tricky is that you have walk through a wooden gate off the jitty
and walk down between houses no 49 and 43 (the Orange Box) She will need material by the Monday evening at the latest if
you want an entry into that week’s Echo. She will consult the Village Diary and the Folder as well as take articles sent to her. The
Village Diary and the Village News folder are kept in Barrow Library. If the library is shut, put your item through the library
letterbox clearly labelled for the folder. Jane also asks that she receives a copy of every poster that is displayed in the village.

Jan Hind has kindly agreed to provide the report of Parish Council meetings.

So please: DO USE ALL THE AVAILABLE METHODS OF SPREADING THE WORD OF YOUR EVENTS AND NEWS:

the Echo Village News, the Village Diary in the library, the What’s On monthly sheet (phone Mike Morley on 412982), the village
website www.barrowuponsoar.org.uk the new notice board outside the library (key at Barrow Express, next door and at
the library) and..another new one: the board in the entrance to Visual Answers.

www.barrowvoice.co.uk 3
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A SPARKLES

Ironing & Cleaning Services Ltd
3 High Street, Barrow-upon-soar

Reliable & Friendly Service
Fully Uniformed Staff
Fully Insured

Qur services include:

CLEANING ° IRONING
DRY CLEANING

FREE Collection & Delivery on

Ironing & Dry Cleaning Service*

Tel/Fax 01509 414777
Mobile 07971 622831

email info@sparklesdomestics.co.uk
web www.sparklesdomestics.co.uk

*Minimum spend £10 and within a 10 mile radius

WOR-
1
\
®J
VICTORIA JANE

v YANKEE CANDLE
v bombay duck

v GISELA GRAHAM
v Beautiful Gifts

v Unique Homewares

v Hand Crafted Cards

Telephone: 01509 412701
15, High Street, Barrow upon Soar LE12 8PY

BARROW EXPRESS

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY CONVENIENCE STORE

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT with COMPLETE REFURBISHMENT

Opening Hours:
7.30 - 10.00 Monday - Friday

9.00 - 10.00 Saturday

* SPECIAL OFFERS

* NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES

* OFF LICENCE — WINES & SPIRITS
* CONFECTIONERY

* DAIRY PRODUCTS

* FRUIT & VEG

* GREETING CARDS

* PET &BIRD FOOD

10.00 - 10.00 Sunday

* COMPETITIVE PRICES

* DVD RENTAL

* GROCERIES

* CHILLED & FROZEN FOOD

* HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

* PHONE TOP-UP

* TOBACCO

* CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

31, North Street, Barrow, LE12 8PZ Tel: 416703
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Barrow Voice welcomes
new businesses

STV
JH EI) The year 2007 seems to have been one of ‘all change’ for Barrow shops. Since the last edition of Barrow Voice, we welcome
vad three new businesses: Barrow Express on North Street, and Sparkles and Victoria Jane Home and Gift on High Street.

Barrow Express is a mini
supermarket/convenience store that

replaces the Spar. Raja Thomas, the new BA R ROW’e(Vpress

“your lo

proprietor, has completely transformed canvennco storo”
the shop, inside and out and is justifiably
pleased with its new appearance.
Opening hours are 7.30 am - 10.00 pm » ‘
on Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 10.00pm n ; ; st
on Saturday and 10.00 am - 10.00pm on a9
Sunday. Raja has introduced DVD rental
and has stocked his shelves with a very
wide range of goods, from groceries,
wines and spirits to magazines,
household items and pet food. He runs
special offers that are highly competitive
eg 2 litres of milk for just 99p.

Sparkles’ address is 3, High Street. It is run by Shane Marsh and offers ironing, dry-cleaning and general house cleaning plus
repairs and alterations. You can take your curtains in for dry-cleaning, for example, or you can contact Shane on 414777 to

2 8PY| . . . . . .

arrange for free collection and delivery. Or you may wish to arrange for weekly/daily/fortnightly cleaning of your house.

The third new business is Victoria Jane
Home and Gift. Situated at 15, High
Street, this central location will be a
welcome addition to Barrow’s shopping

‘centre’! Victoria Jane is selling an
impressive range of specialist lines
including Yankee Candle, Bombay Duck
and Gisela Graham as well as hand-
crafted cards and other gifts. The
telephone number is 01509 412701 and
the shop is open from 9.00 until 5.30
Monday to Saturday.

NT

We wish all these businesses well.

* sARKLE

Ironing and cleaning services Ltd
Tel / Fax : 01509 477

Www.barrowvoice.co.uk 5
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¥ ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES ¥

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
IN QUORN AND BARROW AREA

PERSONAL
SERVICE 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

GUARANTEED IN THE MOTOR TRADE

01509 416752 cawt'n.

Beacon View Business Park
off Farley Way, Quorn

Pilates Matwork

“Pilates is a multi-muscle exercise technique which helps to correct postural
alignment, strengthen core stomach and back muscles as well as toning and
conditioning your whole body."
© Come along to any of these classes ©
or Book 1:1 Sessions

The Time The Place
Monday Barrow on Soar
8-9pm Humphrey Main Hall

Thursday Perkins

7.30-8.30pm High School

Wednesday

10.45-11.45am Barrow on Soar Holy Trinity Church Rooms
8-9pm Hall Orchard Main Hall

A combination of fun low impact aerobic
and foning exercise. Suitable for beginners

Monday 7-8pm,
Humphrey Perkins High School Main Hall, Barrow
Wed 9.30 - 10.30am

Holy Trinity Church Rooms, Barrow
7 - 8pm in Hall Orchard main hall

New!! Parent and baby class - call for details

Tone up and have fun !l

Fully qualified and insured instructor and Personal Trainer.
For more information and confirm places available call Donna on
01509 881479 or 07787 315197
or email donna.maclean@ukonline.co.uk

Core

K
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=( 30 YEAR
S LIPERIENCE/S ,

dental practice

C' soar valley

putting smiles first..

Sunita Jassal BDS LDS RCS
Ashvin Champaneri BchD

01509 413965

45 High St, Barrow upon Soar,
Leicestershire LE12 8PY

info@soarvalleydental.com

AND BROWST

Qualty Hand-mace
Pne Fumture

Fitted wardrobes
and cupboards
made to measure

w VIOFGANS
HII e co.uk

COME 1IN

Or
VISIT US ON QUR WEBSITE

5 High Street, Barrow-On-Soar, Loughborough @i
Leicestershire LE12 8PY - Tel (01509) 416021 e

Alarge selection of Pictures,
Mirrors Gifts and Curios

24 Barrow Road,
Burton on the Wolds

Loughborough, Leics. LE12 5STB
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

DAVE MITTON
ELECTRICS & ALARMS

Phone: 01509 889096

Mobile: 07710087085
Email: djmitton0S@aol.com

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

o
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Marans 2007 -
the experience of a
first time twinning family

It had seemed like a really good idea at the time - why not finish off our holiday in France with a visit to Marans
and take part in the 10th Anniversary Twinning Celebration? We can book our own accommodation and join in
(or not) as much as we feel like, playing it safe just in case we didn’t get on with anyone...or so the plan went!

First of all we joined the Twinning Association (was it really only £6 for the four of us?) on a wet January evening and were made incredibly
an welcome by all the ‘old hands’ and younger hands. It was after this that plans went astray as those great-looking self catering cabins in the
‘Camping Municipal’ that had plenty of online availability turned out to be fully booked for July, as did most of the other alternatives and we
I-m a de had already booked the ferries! No choice but to trust in the association to find us a host family to stay with.We were allocated a family,
\ but communication before the trip broke down due to their e-mails getting stuck in the dreaded ‘spam filter’. So it was into the great
|ture unknown- after all, who in their right mind would want to put up with an unknown English family, never mind the two under fives!
frobes After a fantastic 10 days at Disneyland and the idyllic Isle de Re we approached Marans with some trepidation, not knowing what
oards to expect. Suddenly we were there and joined the other ‘twinners’ in front of a picture perfect ‘Hotel de Ville’ with flags flying
easure and brass band playing. We thought we must have coincided with another event in the town, but no; all this revelry, drinks and
of Pictures, canapes were in honour of the Barrow visitors.
nd Curios

This theme continued for the next three days as each event laid on for us seemed to compete to be more exceptional than its predecessors
- a welcome banquet, a river cruise with four course meal (yes, food and drink featured a lot!), culminating in a full day visit to the fabulous
‘Puy du Fou’ park (think of the scale of Disneyland but spectacles involving hundreds of actors and animals rather than rides).

The French couple that we stayed with, Didier and Collette, turned out to be hugely welcoming, living in an old converted

farmhouse where the kids found endless features to explore.The eating and drinking went on late into the evening with valiant
attempts at French and English on both sides.We have already

I committed to returning in 2008 - after all, there was hardly

= any time to explore the town of Marans, never mind the
l“ En beaches, the port of La Rochelle, the Cognac region.......

'OVED CONTRACTOR

Why not join the Twinning Association and get involved in the
next visit! There is also a programme of great social events
held throughout the year from wine tasting to magic evenings.
Contact Kathryn Timmons on 416168.

VIS You don’t have to join the twinning association to get something
out of Barrow’s links with Marans. Simply visit the town and you'll
be made especially welcome if you mention you're from Barrow.

Chris, Megan, Bronwyn and Lewis Payne

www.barrowvoice.co.uk 7
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Robinsons Garage

formerly GTEVENSONS

Unit 4M, Sileby Road Industrial Estate, Barrow-upon-Soar
Tel: 01509 814884 07798 910761

I A N H U R S T % MOT & SERVICING to all makes

6 Buttermere Way, Barrow-Upon-Soar, Leicestershire. LE12 8PG MOT CRYPTON TUNING & ENGINE
Telephone: (01509) 620292 Mobile: 07050 126620 STATION DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE

Sales - Service - MOT - Repairs
SCENIC LANDSCAPES
c OPENING TIMES:

PROP.G. ALDRIDGE, RIVER VIEWHOUSE , BARROW UPON SOAR
Mon-Fri: 8.00- 5.30

PATIOS, WATER FEATURES, WALLS,

BLOCK PAVING, STEAM CLEANING, Sat: 8.30 - 12.00
ROTORVATING, TURFING, GARDEN
MAINTENANCE, GATES MADE TO

MEASURE, FENCING
/@l FREE QUOTATIONS [°
. I
u L]

For fast, friendly and efficient service contact

Mick Robinson on 01509 814884
07798 910761

TEL: 01509 815317

- MOBILE: 07719 741863 mm
T T

PNZ
PLUMBING SERVICES & DRAIN CLEANING

*Central Heating *Heating system Flushing
*Bathroom/Shower Fitting *Burst Pipes
* Radiator/Boiler exchange *Drain Rodding
*Qutside/ dripping taps *Gutter Cleaning
*High pressure water jetting
*Clear Blocked Sinks/Baths/Showers/ Toilets
*Maintenance contracts

Domestic * Commercial

Local reliable service — Guaranteed Fixed Prices
No call out charge

Call Petro for free advice on 07960 980947

Home & Business Design & Installation Wallis Vid S .
3 FLOORS OF THE BEST allis iaeo ervices
HI-FI « HOME CINEMA « MULTI-ROOM + PLASMA & LCD TVS

ACOUSTIC ENERGY * REL * ARCAM - EPOS * AUDIOLAB * B&W / 800

Industrial & Training Videos
SERIES * CREEK « CYRUS « DENON * MARANTZ « MICHELL
MISSION * NAD + CLASSE - AUDICA * PIONEER « PROJECT * PURE Weddlngs & FunCthnS

QUAD + ROTEL * JVC + AVID * TEAC * TOTEM « ONKYO - YAMAHA

HI-FI FURNITURE & STANDS * DAB RADIO SPECIALIST 4 " F h' h
Special Discounts for Barrow Voice Readers 7 ashion & Stage Shows

6 Silver Walk, St Martin’s Square, Leicester LE1 5EW

Tel:0116 2539753

www.leicesterhifi.co.uk

§ (. Tel: (01509) 413384 or
/ 07973192505 (mobile)
N

8\ wallisvideo@btinternet.com
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Musical Developments at
Holy Trinity

Some readers will know that Holy Trinity Church has appointed a new Director of Music. David Birchenough was
appointed just before Christmas 2006 as organist and choir director.

on-Soar

Since his appointment we have been pleased to hear an exceptionally wide variety of music in our services and are fortunate to

have appointed someone with David’s talent and expertise.

.airS Over the past year the size of the choir has increased, welcoming five new members. They not only sing for our regular weekly
Sunday services, but have also sung at |15 weddings this year and taken part in major services and festivals at the church.

In October they sang during the Organ recital, given by David, to celebrate 100 years since the current organ was installed in
the church.

You don’t need to be an expert but if you are enthusiastic about singing and would like to be involved in this growing choir we
would love to hear from you.

Choir Practice is held on Monday evenings at 7.00pm. Please contact either David Birchenough on 07805 057360 or Revd John
Whittaker on 01509 621834 for further details.

So that’s what it was!!!

384

761 Lots to find out in the Heritage Group’s latest publication: ‘Places of Historic Interest in Barrow upon Soar’

Have you ever walked around the village and looked at some of the old buildings and quiet little spaces and
wondered what on earth they were in the past? If so, wonder no more - your questions will be answered in
the latest publication from the Barrow upon Soar Heritage Group.

This publication, unlike previous offerings from the Heritage Group, is not a map, as such. Instead it is a handy little pocket-
sized booklet, full of fascinating photographs of buildings both ancient and modern, together with information on their history
and purpose throughout the years. Buildings like the Old Men’s Hospital in Church Street, which was an almshouse, (a place
where ‘six needy, infirm or aged’ could live their lives out despite their poverty). This was thanks to money left by Humphrey
Babington, in honour of his uncle Theophilus Cave.The old men had to attend church and pray for Babington and his uncle.
Needless to say you couldn’t live on benefits in those days, so without this money the old men would possibly have starved.

Another interesting building featured is the ‘Round House’, first the Village Lock-up

(a prison), then the home of the village fire engine and later the store for the coffin bier.
(This was a trolley used to wheel the coffin to church for funerals.)There is an entry
regarding the famous Barrow Deep Lock - a very important place when huge loads of goods
were carried along the canals and well-maintained locks were essential to the bargees’
success.A more recent subject is the Millennium Sundial, which is a truly impressive modern
structure and has one of the biggest gnomons in the country, surrounded by a chapter ring

> of granite blocks, very much in keeping with our local tradition of granite working.
The publication contains a referenced map showing the position of each place of
interest and a photograph (or line drawing) of every one.Why not take your very own
€O0S ‘Barrow Heritage Walk’ with this fascinating little booklet and learn whilst you walk.

Finally, and very pleasingly, the booklet is completely free of charge from The Paper Shop,
Post Office, library and other Heritage Walks outlets in the village of Barrow upon Soar.

Jan Hind

www.barrowvoice.co.uk 9

—h—




4491 BV_IssuellO_32ppTEXTv2.gxp 29/11/07 16:47 Page 8

The Origins
of Local Place Names

Places, when they were first named, had meanings. Most place names in Britain are made up of two or more ‘word
parts’ which refer to: the people who lived there (eg the name of a family or tribe); and/or the type of settlement
(eg a town or a farm indicated by word parts like ham or ing or tun or by or thorpe); and/or something about the
physical features of the place (eg near a wood or a river). The complication, for us, is that these descriptions were
often in a language which is no longer spoken.The very first rule for understanding the origin of place names is
that whatever the name sounds like, now, and whatever it seems to mean to our ears, now, is probably wrong!

For example: ‘Breedon on the Hill’ sounds as if it means something like ‘the settlement of the Breedon family which is on a
prominent hill’ (and if you know the place it is a very prominent hill) but it doesn’t mean that at all! What seems to have
happened is that the ancient Britons (the Celts) called it “The Hill’ in their language (their word for hill was ‘bree’). Centuries
later, the Anglo-Saxons conquered the area and asked the locals what it was called: ‘Bree’ they were told. Right ho, they said, it is
now called ‘Breedun’ (‘dun’ being the Anglo-Saxon word for hill) meaning Bree Hill. Centuries later still, the language changed
again and the word for hill became ‘hyll’. It then became ‘Breedon Hill’ or ‘the hill called Breedon’.Which roughly translated
means ‘The Hill called The Hill called The Hill’. So good they named it thrice.

How do we know this? Well, it is informed guess-work by people who have studied the ancient languages. Unfortunately, some of
these languages were not written down so what we know of them is based upon the reports of newcomers trying to learn the
old languages. For example, ‘The Domesday Book’ of 1086 is a record of a census made by clerks who spoke Norman French.
They went around the country finding out about the existing settlements from locals who mainly spoke Anglo-Saxon or Viking or
Celtic. Not only did the Normans not necessarily understand what they were told or hear it clearly but their spelling was not
standardised so the book is full of their attempts at writing down what they thought they heard in a made-up phonetic script. No
doubt some scribes were better at this than others. Breedon is spelled ‘Bruidun’ in the Domesday Book: the rest is speculation.

10 www.harrowvoice.co.uk
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Feature

Some local examples of place names

e Soar is thought to be Celtic - and therefore pre-Roman - meaning ‘the flowing one’ whereas Trent meant ‘the trespasser’
(ie liable to flood). Wreake was ‘twisted or winding’ in the language of the Danes

e Almost no names survive from the time of the Romans: they were abandoned or renamed by the Anglo-Saxons. The place we
now call Leicester was called ‘Ratae coritanorum’ by the Romans (taken to mean the ‘rath or circular entrenchment of the
Corieltauvi tribe’). This became ‘Ligera or Legra ceaster’ for the Anglo-Saxons (meaning something like ‘the settlement of Ligore’s
(?) people at the place that used to be a Roman city’). By the time of the Domesday Book it was being called ‘Ledcestre’

® Barrow upon Soar was ‘Barhou’ in the Domesday Book. It is thought to mean ‘bearu’ (Anglo-Saxon - ie Old English - for a
grove or wood’) near the River Soar. It probably does not refer to a barrow as a burial mound as such places use the
word part ‘beorg’(as in Barrow near Oakham in Rutland)

¢ Loughborough was the fortified place (‘burh’) of the Anglo-Saxon man called Luhhede. Quorn, first listed as ‘Querendon’
in 1220, was the ‘dun’ or hill (Buddon Hill) where ‘cweorns’ or quern-stones were found for grinding grain. Hoton was the
farmstead (‘tun’) on the spur of a hill (‘hoh’). Walton on the Wolds was the settlement (‘tun’) of the British serfs/slaves
(the ‘Walas’ from whence comes the word for ‘Wales’) on the wooded , high forest land (the ‘wald’)

* Most of the local names are Anglo-Saxon but, in this region there are, also, many names that reflect the Viking invasions of the
9 - | Ith centuries. In Leicestershire they came, mainly, from what is now Denmark.The country was divided, roughly, along
the line of the Roman road Watling Street (now the A5). North-East of this frontier was the area where the law of the Danes
(the Danelaw) applied. This is the area which is full of names derived from the Scandinavian languages. Any settlement ending
with the word part -by, for example, is likely to be a Danish Viking settlement. Sileby means the farmstead (‘by’) of Sigulfr (a
personal name). Rearsby is Reidarr’s settlement. Frisby on the Wreake is the settlement of the people from Frisia or Friesland
in what is now North Holland/Germany/Denmark. Normanton is the settlement of the Norsemen (ie Norwegians)

e The Norman French (from 1066 onwards) controlled the country but left relatively few place names in this region.The
fact is that most of the towns, villages and hamlets in Britain were already in existence at the time of the Norman
conquest (ie are at least 1000 yrs old). Local examples of French names are: Mountsorrel (possibly a reference to
Montsoreau or Mont Sorel in France or to the colour of the granite hill ie sorrel-coloured); and Beaumanor Park
(meaning beautiful - ‘beau’ - and ‘maner’ - meaning seat or manor)

e A few places were settled much more recently and their names reflect more modern word usage: obvious examples are
Ellistown (named after John Ellis who opened a colliery there in 1875/76) and Coalville

Arthur Gardner

o
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The Triumph of
Good over Evil

Gaynor Barton goes to the heart of the Diwali celebrations in
Leicester and talks to people in Barrow about this joyful
Festival of Light

It's December and we are looking forward to the family gatherings, presents,
cards and festive meals of the Christmas period, but to many people with an
Asian background one of their biggest festivals, Diwali, has just ended. It's
like your Christmas" Indian friends would tell me, so | went to the heart of
the Diwali celebrations in Leicester, Belgrave Road, to find out more.

October 28th was the start of it all when the road was closed, the special
illuminations switched on and singing, dancing and music filled the air.

The party continued into the night with a great firework and laser beam
show bringing the official part to a close. Informal partying went on for
much longer. However, the first day of the five days of the Diwali festival
only started the following week, working up to the highlight on Friday
November 9th when once again the road was closed and celebrations like
those of October 28th were repeated but with even greater gusto. So the

celebrations were massive. Why, | asked myself? What's it all about?

Well the name, | learnt, is easy to explain as 'diwali' comes from the Sanskrit word 'deepavali' which means 'a row of
lights'. Lights are crucial to Diwali as they are an important part of an extremely old story. This story, called The
Ramayana, is a very long one, full of exciting incidents and bloody battles. Key parts of the tale were often told to me
and | realised two facts are important to remember. The first is that the good King Rama loses his wife to an evil
King Ravana who steals her and carries her off to his own kingdom of Lanka. The second is that the good King Rama
is cheated out of his kingdom and spends 14 years in exile. But eventually it all ends happily: King Rama defeats the
evil king in battle and is reunited with his lovely wife. Later he is able to regain his kingdom and return in triumph to
his old capital where the delighted citizens welcome him home by putting lights along his route.

Therefore it's a classic story of good triumphing in the end. Yet there's another aspect to this tale and that's a
religious one. King Rama is not simply a good, wise man but an incarnation of the God Vishnu, and therefore Divine,
as is his wife Sita who is an incarnation of the Goddess Laxshmi. This is why Hindus visit temples during Diwali. As
it's a great family time, many try to go to the temple in family groups, as well as meet in each other's homes for
extra special meals and the exchange of sweets, cards and gifts. The homes themselves are usually looking their best
as they have been cleaned very thoroughly before being decorated with streamers and lights, especially 'diyas' - little
oil lamps.

House of Sarees

People too like to look their best. Wearing new clothes is very much an aspect of Diwali so | visited ' Anokhi - House of
Sarees' where there was a wonderful range of sarees and punjabi suits from relatively plain ones to the stunningly
glamorous. Bright colours are the order of the day for the festival - you must never wear black! | was fascinated to hear
that some women try to have five new sets of clothes so that they can wear a new outfit each day of the five days of
Diwali and look gorgeous every time they go out visiting their friends. If you are in this lucky position you grade your new
outfits so that they increase in intricacy and glamour as you approach November 9th.

Jewellery is important too and should always match.

If your saree is blue, for going to the temple on key days. If your saree is blue, for example,
you should wear sapphires, if green then emeralds, or for white sarees diamonds are the
most appropriate accessory. How lovely! You can always buy fake ones from the saree shops
of course but for the originals find a jewellers. This is easy on Belgrave Road so | crossed
over to Mr. Kishor Bagiya's shop at number 106.

12 WWw.harrowvoice.co.uk
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Surrounded by walls bedecked with glistening gold chains, necklaces and bracelets he agreed that matching jewellery

was worn if possible but went on to talk about the importance of gold at Diwali. | learnt that it was usually husbands
who bought gold for their wives as gold always made a wife happy and husbands liked happy wives! He explained that
very wealthy men bought the wide gold diamond encrusted bangles, the simply prosperous liked the matching gold
necklace and earring sets and if on a tighter budget just a gold chain. Gold is particularly important as the Goddess
Laxmi, the Goddess of Wealth and Prosperity is worshipped during Diwali on a day called Dhan Teras. Traditionally a
family would put any gold jewellery they had in front of a shrine to Goddess Laxmi and ask her to protect the
family's fortunes over the coming year.

So from my time on Belgrave Road | learnt a lot about Diwali. Did any Barrow people with Asian backgrounds go
there to celebrate Diwali | wondered.

Sheena and Daksha Patel would love to have more time to devote to Diwali but running Barrow Post Office gets in
the way! Their festivities have to be squeezed around Post Office opening times but they do try to get to Belgrave
Road for the switching on of the lights and the big day itself. They carry out the most important aspects of the
festival such as meeting up for family gatherings, exchanging presents, sending cards, ringing relatives abroad, and
going to the temple on key days. For Sheena and Daksha not only Diwali but the start of the Hindu New Year is
equally important and so on both days they put away their work-a-day clothes and wear their best sarees. (The start
of the Hindu New Year closely follows Diwali as everything is linked to the lunar calendar.) However, they stress that
they don't buy five new sets of clothes each and don't always receive gold from their husbands! Very practically they
talk about what they would like as gifts in advance.

Sunny Jassal of the Soar Valley Dental Practice very much enjoys celebrating Diwali too, but as most of her family live
near London, she goes south and has never personally experienced the Leicester celebrations. However, another
person who has is Jasvinda Ajimal, who lives in Barrow with her two daughters, but teaches in Leicester. Her approach
to Diwali is more low key as she is Sikh and although her religion celebrates at this time it is for a different reason
and more quietly. Jasvinda sends just a few Diwali cards to people she knows will really appreciate them and visits
Belgrave Road with her daughters during the run up to Diwali. She feels at this time you can absorb the festive
atmosphere but avoid the crush of the main days when 20,000 to 30,000 people are revelling in the road.

Yet it was talking to Mr. Mohammed of Barrow's 'Masala' Take Away that brought home the universality of this joyful
Festival of Light. Mr. Mohammed's a Muslim from Bangladesh but sends sends Diwali cards to all his friends- ‘Hindu,
Muslim, Christian mix!" He says it's just celebrating the triumph of good over evil and everyone can celebrate that.

Gaynor Barton

WWw.harrowvoice.co.uk 13
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LEVE|\eADED

‘MERLIN’
CARPET MAGIC

Peter March

w and
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Sympathetic Dog Grooming

01509412936 | | cmnmo  Vickiand
. I In n allin
) (1);’73348 (:i,’ 9418{?14 . :arlué stripping 41 Tr:’e Banks
> ondon Rd, * Nail Cuttin arrow upon Soar
Barrow-upon-Soar . xicrlo Ichir;ging Eoughbo?oug?’]
°Analglan eicestershire
CARPETS & SUITES gpresng | et
EXPERTLY CLEANED Tel: 01509 416971
8a BROOK LANE (OFF BABINGTON ROAD) BARROW UPON SOAR, LOUGHBOROUGH LE12 PW *FREE QUOTATIONS* Mobile: 07765 835034
www.levelheadedsalon.co.uk www,washandwags.co.uk
4 \
THE SOAR BRIDGE INN/|| IMMEDIATE an Bruce
INCOME Builder
29, Bridge Street
Barrow upon Soar £350 - £750
Tel: 01509 412686 EXTENSIONS,
PER MONTH GENERAL BUILDING
‘ PART TIME WORK,
J ohn and Di HOME B ASED LANDSCAPE GARDENING
would like to f)ffer you a warm welcome NO SELLING 24 Warner Sirect
and friendly service with: OVER 18's Barrow-upon-Soar
Loughb h, Lei hi
® Traditional cask ales FREE INFO BT

® Senior Citizen lunchtime specials
® Tuesday steak night
® Quiz - Thursday and Sunday
® Traditional Sunday lunch
- served 12.00 - 4.00

WE ARE A DOG-FRIENDLY PUB!

Opening times:

Mon: 3.00 - 11.00 (No food)
Tues - Sat: 12.00 - 11.00
Lunch: 12.00 - 2.30
Evening meals: 6.00 - 9.00

FUNCTION ROOM / SKITTLE ALLEY

0845 4584371 (24 HR)

LEI2 8PB

Tel: 01509 415117
Mobile: 07775 574400

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

]
LOVETT BUILDING

JAMES MUSTON
SERVICES Ltd

FENCING

General Building-Work
Extensions

Tiling

For all types of new
fencing, gates and repairs

Tel: 01509 881086
Mobile: 07768 645379

Tel: 01509 621797
Mob: 07914 402606
ianlovett@btinternet.com

Furnishers

Curtains, Blinds

Swags, Tails, Pelmets
Bedspreads, Drapes Etc.
Loose Covers

Home/On-Site consultations
Contract Quotations
Measuring & Fitting service
Large range of Pattern Books
Own Fabrics Welcome

Soft Furnishers
Established Over 25 Years

Maycroft Soft

01509 414489

Perkins Yard, 2-4 North Street,
Barrow-upon Soar, Loughborough, Leics
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h/\og People
3 n .
" PC 4206 Lynne Gilbertson:
|
rooming y
Barrow's NEW Beat Bobby
Wallin
 Bank
y :;0; Soar As you may know, Andy Houghton, who has been our beat bobby for the past two years, left Barrow in October to work
borough for the police in the prison service. We thank him for all he has done in the village and wish him well in his new job.
tershire
Barrow Voice is pleased to welcome Lynne Gilbertson as the new beat bobby for Barrow and the Wolds villages to replace Andy.
_7;34 We hope she will enjoy working in our community.
D'
.co.uk After pursuing a number of careers, Lynne joined the Police Service seven years ago. A mere 18 months later, she took on the
challenging role of beat bobby in Shelthorpe. She likes the idea of taking responsibility for a particular area: tackling problems and
n Bruce trying to find solutions. She says ‘it is the positive side of police work’. She feels she has achieved some successes in Shelthorpe
u including securing the youngest ASBO(12) in the county. She is hoping that the young man, an influential part of a gang, will shortly have
llder the ASBO lifted after good behaviour. As she says, ‘everyone benefited: the community, the rest of the gang and the youngster himself’
Lynne actively sought the Barrow/Wolds position. She has found the area to be ‘full of nice people; a warm and welcoming
’\ISiNG community. People address their own issues in a very positive and healthy way. However, it is also a very large area and that will
“ bring new challenges’.
XDENING She is busy establishing links with the Traffic and Youth Action Groups as well as with Neighbourhood Watch. In Shelthorpe she
had built a really good relationship with local youngsters and she is confident that she will be able to do the same in Barrow,
et carrying on the excellent work of Andy and Nigel Ritchie, our Community Police Support Officer. She will be concentrating on
fsiirshire antisocial behaviour in particular ‘hot spots’ in Barrow, trying to identify root causes so that she can begin to find solutions.
Although Lynne is married to a police dog-handler, she herself joined the force late. She feels this gives her a wide perspective:
4147 she knows what it is like to be an ‘ordinary person’. She knows the kinds of expectations that the public can have of the police.
00 2} She even knows what it feels like to be let down by the police. She wants to ensure that this doesn’t happen, as far as possible,
in her term of office.

Lynne’s message to the people of Barrow:‘l would like to be a very visible and friendly face. | want to be approached and
greeted. Please let me know if you have problems, however small. | will then try my best to help’.

Judith Rodgers

\ .
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The Anchor Inn offers a warm welcome,
friendly service, traditional beers
and home-cooked food.

Daily Specials, Lighter lunches,
Special Lunch menu for Senior Citizens
and Traditional Sunday Lunch.
Business Lunch Menu now available

Attention Walkers!!
Maximise your walking time by pre-ordering lunch.
Opening hours:
Monday evenings only 6.30 - 11.00pm; no food
Tues,Wed, Thurs, Fri,Sat 12.00 - 3.00 and 6. -11.00pm

Sunday 12.00 - 3.00 with lunches, 7.00 -10.30; no food
Food available daily 12.00 - 2.00 and 7.00 - 9.00.

Table reservations - 01509 880018
2 Loughborough Rd, Walton-on-the Wolds

SOPHIE HARLEY

MATRIX] [R&SOONE TG BED
c. dermalogica

DCI (KITCHENS) LTD

KITCHEN BEDROOM BATHROOM STUDY

Competitively Priced Fitted Kitchens,
Bedrooms & Bathrooms or Re-facing of
Existing Units. Professionally Designed
in the Convenience of Your Own Home.

Supply & Fit of Appliances
Skilled Work Top Fitting

Contact BRYAN BOWLER on 01509 415627

10 Station Road, COQOuorn

O1509 6211 62

www-stoneshair’aﬂclbeauty -co-uk
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Frances Davis:
A tribute from Barrow Voice

Frances Davis, a truly remarkable woman, died this year at the age of 90. She was born in Cornwall and was very
proud of her Cornish roots but Barrow became the home she loved.

Frances was five when her parents
moved to Leicestershire. Being a
brilliant scholar, she was educated at
both Loughborough High School for
Girls and Loughborough Grammar
School for Boys where she studied
sciences. For a girl to be educated at
the boys’ school was almost unheard of
at the time but it seems her grandfather
pulled a few strings. Frances excelled at
school, becoming Head Girl and also
captain of various sports teams. She
could have gone on to Oxford or
Cambridge to obtain a degree in
sciences or classics or medicine but
chose instead to go to the progressive
University College of London where she
gained a degree in Psychology.

It was whilst she was lecturing at
Liverpool Physical Training College that
she met her future husband
Christopher. The couple were married
when Frances was 23 and, as was the
norm then, she gave up her career to
become a full time wife and eventually a
mother. The family moved to Barrow in
1946 and took on the restoration of the
Old Vicarage next to the church. It had
previously been the home of Cannon
Drew. Being a railway fanatic, he had
moved into his “dream home” next to
the railway line. Frances’s father died in
1943 and the young couple invited her
mother into their home. She lived with
Frances until she died 30 years later.
Sadly Frances’s husband died in
1951,0nly five years after moving to
Barrow leaving Frances with two young
children aged eight and six. Having her
mother living with her proved invaluable
as it enabled Francs to devote her
considerable energies to the many good
works she became involved with.

To name everything that Frances did
would require several more pages but |
will mention a few. In 1952 she was a
founder secretary of the Bishop
Beveridge Club and in the 1960s the
trustees bought the old Adult School
building, converting it into the well

equipped and welcoming club house it is
today. She was also a founder member of
the WI which of course is a group that

still thrives today. She did voluntary
work with the Leicester Diocesan
Adoption Society for nine years
resulting, 30 years later, in her still
receiving Christmas cards and
photographs from the adoptive parents
who were by then proud grandparents. It
was around this time that Frances
became a JP serving on the bench for
more than 25 years. In the late 1980s
she was Deputy Chairman of the Bench
and Chairman of the Domestic Court.
She was chairman of the Trustees of
Barrow Charities, President of the
Loughborough YWCA, vicechair of John
Storer House, a Church Warden, Senior
Trustee of the Friends of Barrow Health
Centre, organiser of Red Cross loans, a

o

Parish Councillor, and so the list goes
on.Frances well deserved her OBE in
recognition of the outstanding work she
had done for the benefit of Barrow

and beyond.

What a delight it would have been to sit
and talk with Frances - she had such
wonderful memories of ‘old’ Barrow. In
an interview for Barrow Voice in the late
1980s she recalled that as a child she
lived in Church Street quite close to
Highfield Farm and could remember all
the open spaces and the delph holes
where she built dens near Fishpool
Brook. She remembered children coming
out of school at lunch time, (no school
meals then). They would run down the
grassy banks (now the Banks), over the
Pringles, (now Breachfield estate) over
the railway line (no council houses on
Sileby Road) and onto Ellis Cement, all
to take their fathers’ dinner. Often they
would meet up with Sileby children on
the same mission. Then they would play
for a while before hurrying back to
school. Frances also remembered the
village smithy shoeing horses opposite
the church. The great event of the year
was the united Sunday School outing.
The young children would climb on the
back of Jem Squires lorry while the rest
walked behind the Barrow Silver Band
on a tour of the village returning for tea
and then on to Highfields Farm for
sports. What a wonderful picture that
paints of a time when such simple things
gave so much pleasure..

Frances worked tirelessly for over 50
years to benefit other people. She loved
Barrow and made such an impact that
her name will be held in esteem for a
very long time to come. Frances Davis
was a truly remarkable woman.

Val Gillings
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EYE DESIGNS

In recent years spectacles have hecome a
fashion accessory as much as a necessary
means of improving vision.

Here at Visual Answers Opticians we
have a wide range of the latest cutting

edge styles from the worlds leading
design houses, all at the keenest prices..

KAREN MILLEN

Bench. =MEres
asAaNT fcuk
PLAYBOY ¥ GUESS

Eyewear

Our desginer frames start from just £89
complete with single vision (+/- 6/2)
lenses.

All our designer frames are supplied with
a FREE DESIGNER CASE and currently

08 Page 16 $

we are providing FREE SCRATCH INIIBrands m

RESISTANT LENSES on all designer
frames in stock with this advert!

Most of our spectacles can be ready
for you in around 24 hours

' ComplEtEY
For the best advice on eye care and E)

a style that will suit you, make an
appointment with Visual Answers
opticians in Quorn or Barrow.

\We look forward to seeing you.

White Hart pub

Visual Answers

O HIGH STREET, QUORN

Health
Centre

l . ‘ Visual Answers

HIGH STREET, BARROW

Il Chemist Somerfield I

To Loughborough
—_—

Dental
Surgery

Car Park &
Medical Centre

* Including Single Vision
lenses (+/- B6/2)

The best brands, the hest prices at your
doorstep at Quorn and Barrow.

Visual Answers

O P T A N S

22 High Street, Quorn, Leics LE12 8DT 28a High Street, Barrow, Leics LE12 8PY

01308 414131 01508 4168600

M J Bhojani BSc (Hons) MC Optom

Wwww.visualanswers.co.uk info@visualanswers.co.uk

o
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Christmas Recipes

‘Itsa my favourite time of year, snow on the ground, jingley bells and loza red, red wine!

—— INSTRUCTIONS
I. Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C/Gas Mark 4)
2. Lightly grease a loaf pan all over.
3. In a mixing bowl, mixa up the flour, salt, baking soda, sugar and cinnamon.
4. Add the melted butter, egg, milk and vanilla essence. Stir & mixa well,
whilst folding in the raisins, chopped apples, and pecans.
5. Poura the mixture into the loaf pan.
6. Sprinkle the top with chopped pecans.
 GPY 7. Bake for 45 minutes or until the center of the loaf is cooked.
8. Leave to stand for 10 minutes in the pan before transferring to a
J D wire rack to cool.
.k WWw.barrowvoice.co.uk

Christmas Fudge
Squidgy, fruity, crunchy, sugary goodness!
INGREDIENTS

3 cups of whole pecan halves

3 cups of sugar

I'/2 cups of heavy cream

1'/2 cups of chopped Brazil nuts

I'/2 cups of chopped walnuts

| cup of candied cherries

| cup of candied pineapple

| cup of white corn syrup

| teaspoon of salt

| teaspoon of vanilla

INSTRUCTIONS

|. Puta the pecans, brazil nuts, walnuts, candied cherries and pineapple in
a bowl.

2. Mixa together the sugar, cream, corn syrup and salt in pan.
Bring to a boil, and cook to soft ball stage.

Remove from heat and add the vanilla.
Beat, then pour over fruit and nut mixture.
Pressa into a long pan.

When set, cut into squares.

S g 89

Then yum it up!

donta forgeta’ to pudda
your fortuna in ze cookie!

Gianlucca Bazooka

Christmas Apple & Cinnamon Loaf
Itsa bella, bella witha your English Tea!
INGREDIENTS

2'/» I cups of flour

| lteaspoon of baking soda

| teaspoon of cinnamon

| cup of sugar

/s teaspoon of salt

'» cup of butter (to be melted)

| beaten egg

"> cup of milk

| teaspoon of vanilla essence

| cup of peeled, chopped apples

"> cup of raisins

'» cup of chopped pecans (optional)

Prune Crema Catalana

Thisa Catalan specialty is similar to créme brulee. The sweetness of
the cream contrasts witha the acidity of the fruit, and with the crispy
topping it tastes magnifeek!

INGREDIENTS

150ml red wine

50g stoned ‘ready to eat’ dried prunes

30g  caster sugar

200ml double cream

2 egg yolks

INSTRUCTIONS

I. Simmer the red wine with the prunes and 10g of the sugar in a small pan
until the wine has become syrupy and the prunes are completely soft. It
should take 15-20 minutes.

2. Split the mixture between two small soufflé dishes or ramekins or use
one medium-sized dish.

3. Bring the double cream to the boil with 5g of the sugar, remove from the
heat and then quickly whisk in the egg yolks. Return to a very gentle heat
and cook, stirring constantly for 3 minutes.

4. Take the saucepan off the heat and poura the cream mixture over the
prunes until you reach the rim of each dish. Leave to cool and then
refrigerate for at least 30 minutes, which will allow the cream to thicken.

5. Sprinkle the remaining sugar over the top of each pot. Caramelise the
sugar with a cook’s blow torch or by placing the dishes under a very hot
grill for 2 minutes until it begins to bubble and turn golden.

6. Leave to cool before serving to allow the sugar to harden.

Mange fouf, mange fonl/

o
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Keith Bennett

AA
positive

individual

IFA Partner with

Local Independent Financial Advice.
Daytime or Evening appointments available.

Protection

Investment

Retirement Planning
Moxtgages

Inheritance Tax Planning

For a free, no obligation, initial consultation:

Tel: 01509 413301 Mobile: 07802450674

Email:
Web:

Positive Solutions (Financial Services) Ltd. Is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority.
Registered as a Limited Company in England and Wales No. 3276760

Positive Solutions is not responsible for advice on taxation matters. The Financial
Services Authority does not regulate advice on taxation matters.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up the repayments on your
mortgage or any loan secured upon it.

A MEMBER OF BARROW BUSINESS FORUM

= (5. A, GAMBLE & SONS ™

OF QUORN
(. G.. MALTBY)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

(01509) 415415

DAY & NIGHT THROUGHOUT
LEICESTERSHIRE

Family Owned & Independant
Private Chapels Of Rest

New Memorials Supplied
& Additional Inscriptions

Wedding Cars

101aMeeting Street, Quorn,

VERSATILE

For all your wall
and floor tiling needs

Bathroom Fittings Specialist
Underfloor Heating
Laminate flooring

Call Glenn now on

07970 072111
or

0116 260 2952

www.versatile-ceramics.com
glen@versatile-ceramics.com

|

9 Tony Neal

=mm Motor Vehicle Repairs

Repairs, Servicing,
Welding and MOTs,
Transport
and Recovery

We have recently moved premises
Open 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday

Contact Tony, Lisa or Dave on

01509 889455

Mobile 07860435972

JOHN WILFORD

JOINERY SERVICES

HIGH QUALITY
AND
PROFESSIONAL
JOINERY SERVICES
INCLUDING

DOORS, WINDOWS, LOCKS,
TIMBER LAMINATED
FLOORNG AND
GENERAL JOINERY

Tel: 01509 412930

Domestic & Industrial
Installations & Repairs
House Electrical Surveys
BILL PERKINS
Electrical Ltd
Electrical Contractor

Part P Registered
Barrow Business Forum member

’ 01509 413202

(Mobile)
07803 901510
18 Breachfield Road
Barrow-upon-Soar

Leics. LE12 8NN

\Va

BARROW TOWN FOC

CLUBROOM & BAR
Available for your function

Weddings ; Binthdays ; Unniversaires
any celebration! 'é‘%

Seating for 80+ persons
large marquee also available
Tel: 01509 413288 for rates

<.  Loughborough LE128AQ =

MARTIN
TREE CARE

Arboricultural Services

All tree work undertaken
Hedge Reduction
Stump Grinding
Tidy, efficient service provided by
qualified local contractor
Home Farm, Loughborough, LE113YG

Tel: 01509 21 24 21

Mobile: 07970 314259

QUORN JUDO
CLUB

Welcomes new
members

Classes available
now

Contact
Lee or
Glenn Hancock
01664 424697

o
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BARROW
PANTO GROUP

e

\_ FRI MARCH 7

SAT MARCH 8*

BUSCA Registered Charity Number 505692

S Barrow Youth

“Photos frvom

/Bu@sg). .

www.harrowvoice.co.uk 21
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Offering the latest in Hydrotherapy treatment
ORCHARD KENNELS

HYDROTHERAPY CENTRE
. NOW OPE

e sresi i W
Recommended by vets for:
* Pre and post operative dogs.
¢ Overweight dogs.

¢ Racing, working and show
dogs for muscle tone and
building stamina for agility
and fitness.

* Orthopaedic operations:
fracture repair, any joint and
back surgery.

Sprains and strains.

ORCHARD

Kennels >—~

HYDROTHERAPY §

CENTRE \g \V\E \(7

95 Nottingham Road, Barrow-upon-Soar, Leicestershire LE12 8HZ
E-mail: orchardkennels@hotmail.com

Tel: 01509 412294

Hip and elbow dysplasia.

* Degenerative joint diseases
such as arthritis.

BARROW PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

A warm and caring welcome awaits your child at the
OFSTED Registered Barrow Pre-School Playgroup.

»  We provide care for children aged 2} to 5 years

e Managed by a fully qualified teacher

* Funding for children 3 & 4 years old

e A friendly environment that encourages
learning through play

e We actively encourage parental involvement

* Our management committee consists of
parent volunteers

e We are a registered charity

We are located in the Barrow Methodist Church Rooms, within
easy walking distance of the village centre and our sessions run 5
days a week from 9.15am until 11.45am.

Contact Registrar: Wendy Worral 01509 413423

Registered Charity No 1051390

BLAGK

B U I L DI NG C O N TRACT S

¢ Project Management

* Extensions

¢ Alterations

* New Build

¢ Loft Conversions

o Conversions

8 Holbourne Close, Barrow upon Soar, Loughborough LE12 8NE
Tel/Fax: 01509 621782 Mobile: 077 3846 3846

Email: info@blackstonebuildingcontracts.co.uk

Wehb: www.blackstonebuildingcontracts.co.uk

Valley Services (Midlands) Ltd
Building quality into your home...

General building contractors

Full design &
management service

Loft conversions

T: 01509 880448

Valley Services (Midlands) Ltd
4 Hall Drive, Burton-on-the-Wolds
Leicestershire, LE12 5AD

“La Coiffure”

Come and visit our friendly team Lorraine,
Sharon & Natalya

Book now to avoid disappointment

10% discount on mentioning Barrow Voice

6 Ashby Square, Loughborough
01509 237222

o
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Letters

Message from "Down Under"

Dear Barrow Voice Editor,
I have just read with interest the information on your (Barrow Voice) website,
thank you very much.

‘Elaine: this is what
Jerusalem roundabout
looks like in 2007’

My husband & I run a small business here in Perth, Western Australia and we
are in the process of "importing" a mechanic from Leicestershire. I recently
asked Mike that if he ever goes to Barrow Upon Soar would he please take a
photo of the old church and to my delight he has! I used to go along to Barrow church as a little girl with one of your local
residents, a lady by the name of Mary Bakewell. Mary passed away some years ago but I think her son Keith still lives in Barrow.

Mary and her husband Harold used to live in Nottingham Road, number 12 if my memory is correct. I used to catch the train
from Leicester to Barrow Upon Soar and stay during weekends and school holidays. I loved the years I spent at Barrow and in
my childhood dreams I thought I would grow up and live there myself!

I recall Bakey (Mrs Bakewell) telling me that she used to live in a house that was built where the existing roundabout now is
(that’s if it is still there; I am talking 38 years ago!!)

My last look at Barrow in 1969 was with the roundabout snow covered. It was a terrible winter that year and I saw Bakey the
day before I left for Australia on February 23rd and arrived in Perth to extreme heat. We had five days of over 100 degrees!! It
was such a contrast from the weather I had just left.

Great to read about the place I loved so much.

12 8NE Thanks again. Kind Regards,
Elaine Martin, by email: elaine.tfs@arach.net.au if anyone would like to get in touch

Clarksonisms...or what the Jeremy Clarkson might say about Barrow...

4
i The Barrow ring road in place, local developers will drop an The only safe way the get the kids to school from Quorn to
indiscreet amount of themed housing estates across the flood Barrow and vice versa is by car, a 4x4 if you have one. Failing
plain. Barrow Town Football Club will move into properties that any good gas guzzler will do. Carbon emissions? Someone
ine, called 'The Belvedere' or else's problem!
"The Dorset' and the WAGS will all shop on Barrow High
Street thus boosting sales and re-vitalising the businesses. So,in a nutshell - thanks, but I'm off back to the Cotswolds.
| hear you say, -"wait a minute". There is an action group dealing Clarksonism represents the views of Barrow Popular Front BPF
with traffic management within the village at this very moment. (Current membership 1).A bit like the pile of bricks in an Art
Voice | can also here Captain Mainwaring saying Gallery or the story of the King’s new clothes. at the end of

Now I'm not one to stand in the way of progress and the need
for more housing is inevitable. There are however going to be
many, many more cars going down the High Street. Carbon
emissions aside, just how are they all going to fit?

Well they’re not! Anyone who stands waiting for the bus on
any weekday with the ability to count on their fingers will soon
lose track of the volume of vehicles currently using it. The
effect of the additional weight of traffic will be overwhelming.
But you're in luck, because there is a solution. And that is to
bung another road in. Straight across from the new Cotes Road
roundabout to the bypass at Quorn. Another one from Pawdy
Lane, (or is it Melton Road) across the back of Breachfield
through to Slash Lane and across the flood plain to
Mountsorrel. OK, so there are a few houses, a railway and a
river in the way, maybe even some bats and a wildfowl or two.
But any engineer; a few strong armed blokes and a man with a
gun can sort that out. Problem solved!

"l wondered when you'd spot that Wilson".

Yes, | know it's all too easy to knock the efforts being made to
improve the life of the village, after all we now have a
community police officer and there are well intentioned folk
doing there darndest. Unpaid and selfless work. | genuinely
respect their efforts. But as | said they can’t stop the march of
progress. With the new marina development at Pines (Pillings)
Lock and its facilities for 300 boats, the riverside public houses
will indeed benefit from greatly increased trade. Proctors Park
might well enjoy a glorious revival, at least until some forward
thinking planner decides the canal needs a by-pass.

Don't think for a second that if you are a boater you will get
the opportunity to wander out of the village while you wait for
your turn to use Barrow Deep lock either.

The council will take care of that. They will have the Slabs
closed before you can say - "l've just walked the Pennine Way
without incident, and I'm a pensioner" - Not good enough I'm
afraid. Health and Safety! There are conkers out there.

the day someone has to tell it how it is.And it's a bit of a mess.

www.harrowvoice.co.uk 23

o



4491 BV _IssuellO_ 32ppTEXTv2.gxp 29/11/07 16:47 Page 22 $

MOLLY MAID

Call the Molly Maid
service for consistent
careful cleaning

Cleaning to our customer's satisfaction;
tailored to meet your needs.
Our highly-trained and insured
staff visit at any frequency you
wish using our own equipment
and materials,
There's no contract
tying you down.

Please call us for a
personalised quotation.

08700 70270

weddings - commercial - portraits
t 01509 828336 m 07881 438911
e info@bursill.com w www.

burS|II

bursill.com

Marshall

Philip P e :== : 2 ::
Upholsterer
STIIAHT ho /oé
too small
French Polishing
Furniture Made to Order Maintenance

Joinery

Building
Roofing
Glazing

Call now

fora FREE
quotation
from a local,

friendly service

Telephone: 01509 412431

Furniture Restoration

31a High Street,
Barrow upon Soar
Telephone 01509 620100

Mobile: 07946 709640

EREE INITLAL CONSULTATION

Accounting

Bookkeeping
Payroll
Tax

Business Advice

We can assist you with
a range oi tailored services
(o suit your speciiic needs

Central Business Services

(01509) 416549
(01509) 816150

A MEMBER OF BARROW BUSINESS FORUM

Barrow upon Soar’s
premier tree service

At Barrow upon Soar's

PREMIER tree service we

aim to keep prices low and

we have an experienced and
professional team servicing your local
area. We provide the highest standards of
workmanship at the lowest possible price
for cutting the tree without cutting the
corners whilst providing a very clean, tidy and
efficient service. Qur_aim is 100% customer
satisfaction, and our quotations are FREE.

call Martin Page
g on 01509 414169

You can also visit us online @
www.charnwoodtrees.com
For administration only, 64 Woodhouse Road, LEI2 8A)]
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Young Barrow

What an exciting October
half term Barrow Youth
Action Group had!

A craft teacher taught glass painting to seven young people one
morning and then in the afternoon 10 learnt how to do encaustic art.

The glass painting was undertaken very enthusiastically with one young man
completing nine items! They painted glasses, vases, and coasters, with flowers,
animals, Christmas scenes and abstracts, amazing their parents with their creativity.

| had never seen encaustic art before and watched fascinated as first the
teacher, then the youngsters produced incredible pictures with the hot
wax. They were each given a key ring and a fridge magnet to put some
€S artwork in. At the end of the day they asked whether we can do similar

ls things every half term!
On the Saturday we hired a climbing tower which was sited on the King George

playing fields for 5 hours. Fortunately the weather stayed dry.We had a steady
‘ces flow of young (and not so young!) men and women scaling the tower, clinging to
what looked like tiny lumps of plastic. On the way up they did Spiderman
impressions, then happily let go as the instructors lowered them to the ground.
They were bound to get hungry and sure enough we had freshly barbecued
burgers and hotdogs ready to buy! | think that by the end of the session
’RUM everyone was exhausted but very satisfied; it was another excellent day.

The day the young people went back to college and school we heard that we have been approved to receive a grant for the majority
of the money needed to put a youth shelter on the King George field. This is something that young people themselves have asked for.
The Parish Council has very kindly agreed to fund the balance and also to provide ongoing maintenance and insurance.

What a week!

BOSCAPS 2007

This year’s BOSCAPS was attended by over 300 children from Barrow and

3 surrounding villages. It ran from August 6th for one week from 9.30 to
12.30 for children aged 5 - |1 years of age.
Soar’s
> we Children choose which activities they want to do, many taking part in all
v and activities on offer: sport, crafts including T-shirt printing, designing your own
I and flip-flops, patchwork, mask making and workshops on dance and circus skills.
local There were also trips to Drayton Manor Park, Twin Lakes and ice skating.
rds of
price The scheme was supported by Humphrey Perkins High School, Leicestershire
g the County Council,Barrow Parish Council, Barrow Community Association and
'y and h d Borough Council to wh ive thank
tomer Charnwood Borough Council to whom we give thanks.
FREE.

Help is always needed and the play scheme could not run without volunteers. If you
are interested in helping please contact either Alison Johnson on 01509 412142 or
Carol Westbury on 01509 412385.

ge
69

Don’t delay: we're planning next year’s BOSCAPS NOW!!

ine @ Carol Westbury
S.com
,LEI12 84
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Organic ome de\.‘\‘e(

organic vegetable boxes
fresh from our farm to your door

move to a healthier, fresher diet of seasonal vegetables

our award winning vegboxes start from only £7.50 we Neve, Q\\}SSO%%
N o
James and Ruth deliver free to your doorstep Ur freie™  MCSTR

every week, call us on 01664 823454
for more details visit www.rivernene.co.uk or call 0845 078 6868

°(Deaamﬂa & Porraits

AFFORDABLE WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY
all-day photography package from just £490
inc unlimited images on disc + free web site

+ panoramic printed & bound coffee-table
50-page reportage style album

tel: 01509 415129
info & prices on - www.dennisphoto.org

W. H. GRAHAM & SON

TV, VIDEO, AUDIO & VACUUMS
SALES & SERVICE
Philips and Samsung Specialists
Electrical goods and accessories
Large selection of batteries, bulbs,

lamps and tubes. Vacuum spares

45 Beveridge Street, Barrow-upon-Soar
Tel: 412509

Stress, Pain, Locked Emotions, M.E., Arthritis, PMT
!Prowlfirg a range of Holistic ‘Zﬁerapies

(Zﬁe to promote the well being of your
/{Zl_ mind, body and spirit.

nne gregor_y Body Alignment Technique
Vortex System

Local Clinic (Friday only) R BHOdy ISpIn

The Orange Box etlexology

43 Melton Road Aromatherapy

Barrow Upon Soar LE12 8NS dr-d-tox

Telephone: 07940 498453 Reiki

Main Clinic Training

76 Telford Way, Thurnby,
Leicester LES 2LX
Telephone: (0116) 241 2661

Home Visits also available

www.annegregoryclinic.com
or call for a brochure

BIRDS EYE WARTIME
ESTERSHIRE 1939-1945

by Terence C Cartwright

‘Birds Eye Wartime Leicestershire 1939-1945’
contains ground breaking colour maps of
both city and county, revealing locations

of every known bomb which landed

during the Second World War. This

book also contains over 60 high

definition aerial reconnaissance

photographs, taken by the R A.F.

U.S.A.A.F. and the Luftwaffe.

.

=4
Both ‘Birds Eye Wartime Leicestershire 1939-1945’ (54 pages £9.95)
and ‘Birds Eye Wartime Leicester’ (8 pages £2.50) are available online, via
Amazon and www.ianallanpublishing.com. Both books are also available
from all good local bookstores.

Order by phone via Midland Counties Publications:

Tel: 01455 254 450

VISION FIRST opticians

| LENS

your vision first VISION CENTRE

Frames to suit all
budgets

Contact Lens
Specialists

Well equipped
consulting room

Friendly and
personal service

Complete pair of
spectacles from £49
Ask in-store for details

Opposite the Three Crowns Pub

68 High Street ® Barrow Upon Soar ¢ LE12 8PY
Tel: 01509 415 279

o
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.4 Nominate a young person

our maps of
g locations

.t for a voyage on a Tall Ship

Barrow Youth Action Group wants nominations of young people aged 15 - 25 years for partial sponsorship on a week-long
e Luftwaffe. expedition as an active member of crew on aTall Ship.

The young person will have the chance to experience all aspects of sailing including sail changing, steering, keeping watch
and visiting ports in Europe.There will be 36 young people altogether plus an experienced crew of 12.

We are looking for candidates out of the ordinary, who may not have spent much time travelling, and who may be willing to keep
a video or photo-diary of the trip. Once all the nominations are in we will choose one person for the voyage.

INFORMATION REQUIRED

Name of person being nominated:

Their address:

Their date of birth:

Their parental signature if

.95)

under 18 years old:

online, via
.

In less than 150 words tell us why you think they should have this opportunity:

CENTRE

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary:

Your name:

Your address:

Your phone number:

Your email address:

Name & address of referee who would support this nomination:

(eg school teacher or other professional person who knows the young person)

NOMINATIONS MAY BE SENT TO;
The Secretary, BYAG,
73 North Street, Barrow Upon Soar, LEI2 8PZ

WWw.harrowvoice.co.uk 27
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N Townend Ltd

33 Ribble Drive, Barrow upon Soar
Telephone: 01509 415262
Mobile:07860 789590

Business as usual from new address

Specialist in PVCu Internally Double Glazed
Windows, Doors & Conservatories

e Shoot bolt locks & Saracen Hinges
o Multipoint Locking system
 Optional K & Safety glass
o All workmanship guaranteed 10 years
« Fitted by experienced local fitters
o FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION
o We will be pleased to quote
From one window to a full house
* Facia, Soffits & Guttering
 Sealed Unit Replacement

SAVE £££ s

Just quality windows from Rehau

HOLY

TRINITY
CHURCH ROOMS

Ideal for:
Parties
Meetings/Classes
Jumble Sales etc.

For further details
please contact:
David Boothey
on 413811

A.J. HUBBARD
(Prop. D Smart )
FAMILY BUTCHER

Locally bought

Lamb, Beef, Pork
Home cooked meats

Parties catered for

23, High Street,
Barrow-upon-Soar

Tel: 01509 412565

ashwoodlaw

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Independent Financial Adviser
Andy Hammond

Based locally I offer a prompt, professional service
for

Investments, Protection, Mortgages, Pensions

As Independent Financial Advisers we work for you
selecting the most appropriate product from the
whole of the independent market.

For a free no obligation initial meeting with your
local Independent Financial Adviser
Call: Andy Hammond
on
0845 073 0874 or 07713 509 553

Email: ahammond@ashwoodlaw.co.uk

Ashwood Law House, Newton Road, Heather, Leicestershire, LE67 2RD
Website: www.ashwoodlaw.co.uk
Ashwood Law is a trading style of Ashwood Law LLP

There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances.
We estimate that it will be £750.00

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Royal Construction

Services

General Building Work
Conservatory Bases
Porches
Garden Walls and Slabbing
Garages
Extensions
High Quality Brickwork
Michael Cox

22 Branston Avenue, Barrow Upon Soar
LET12 8XL

Tel :01509 415510
or 07909 530579

GLYNNE WILDBORE
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

FULLY QUALIFIED
LOCAL ENGINEER

Repairs & Servicing in your own home
to all makes of Washing Machines,

Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers, Vacuums,Microwaves etc.

¢ No callout charge
¢ Realistic Prices
¢ All work guaranteed
¢ Special OAP Rates
For a reliable and friendly service

Tel: (0116) 260 9773
Mobile: 07850733050

Home Computer

Ian Knowles Repair Specialist

Computer Services

A complete service in your own
home. PC hardware, software &

Telephone 01509 416218
Mobile 07742 625846

Email: ian@ikcomputers.co.uk
Web: www.ikcomputers.co.uk

operating system troubleshooting.
Internet & email problems solved.
Home network installation & repair.
Virus & Spyware removal service.
Hardware upgrades and parts
supplied.

New bespoke PCs, built to your
specification.

lan L. Knowles BSc., Dip HE.

Mike Collins

The complete kitchen and bedroom installation service
Design and supply or fit only

Plumbing, tiling and electrics including additional sockets
and rewires undertaken

Free quotations

Building Regulations part P certification

01509 413649 or 07702 365567 -
mikethetiler@hotmail.com |RINIE ERE=
8a Beveridge Street, Barrow upon Soar, pomesTic 73
LOUGHBOROUGH, Leicestershire, LE12 8PL INSTALLER ==
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. Young Barrow gets healthy!

dly service |

0 9773

733050 Children at Barrow Pre School Playgroup have been learning about healthy living thanks to a grant from the Local
Network Fund.They have been trying all sorts of unusual fruits and vegetables, and have undertaken the Healthy
Eating Challenge with their families. This involved recording on a star chart the healthy foods they tasted at home,
with the reward of a (healthy) goody bag for those who completed the charts.

1puter _ . : , .

cialist David Lem, chef at the Pear Tree pub and restaurant and PIaygrouR parent,'g'ot the children making their o.wn Plzzas and talked to
them about some more unusual vegetables they could use as toppings.A visit from the local dental therapist aims to encourage
children to look after their teeth and a paramedic, complete with ambulance should be dropping in soon.
The children are also being encouraged to be more active too, keeping a Fitness Diary of all the exercise they do and
undertaking a sponsored Autumn Toddle around King George V playing fields. Money raised goes to Rainbows Children’s

16218 Hospice and Playgroup. New PE equipment has proved popular with tricycles and scooters, a scramble net and balance bars

46 keeping children physically busy. Amy

ters.co.uk Doherty from Stage Coach will be

ers.co.uk teaching the children some simple
dance routines. Even staff receive

Dip HE. some training from the Top Start
scheme to give them ideas for
introducing children to sports
equipment.

s The Playgroup would also like to the

- Trap for their donation of £1000

service raised at its annual music festival.
This will be very welcome to replace

ckets worn equipment and fund activities
and craft projects.

{ [ H

STIC {.}
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Your Charnwood, Your
Borough, Your Say!

Join the Charnwood Borough Council
Citizens’ Panel and find out how your

voice can be heard

Call (01509) 634 705, email consuttation@charnwood.gov.uk or
log on to www.charnwood.gov.uk/democracy/haveyoursay

=,
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PINFOLD

MEDICAL PRACTICE
NHS GP PRACTICE

> Experienced clinical team of 7 GPs & S nurses

> Wide range of specialised medical services offered in-house .
> Central I(;gcation convenient for those working in Loughborough OP enlng Hours
> Large on-site car park 8.00am — 6‘30Pm
> Internet service for booking of GP appointments

up to 2 weeks ahead available Monday — Frlday

> Internet service for ordering of repeat prescriptions available
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Another glance in the Barrow
Yoice archives....

From Volume 2 No | September 1976

A wide range of evening classes at Barrow
was announced, ranging from Art to Yoga
and included Winemaking, Ballroom
Dancing, and Metalwork.

The recently formed WEA offered courses
on Comparative Religion, Music, Plays and
Playgoing and Natural History.

Vol 2 No 2 October 1976

On 23rd November, the CA presented the
EMMA Theatre Company in three short plays
about the battle between the sexes in the
past, present and future.The plays were: The
Bear by Anton Chekhov, See the Pretty Lights
by Alan Plater, and Then... by David Compton.

Functions held by the Womens’
Conservative Association, The
Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society, and
Friends of Roecliffe, were announced.

Vol 2 No 3 December 1976

The Village Appraisal, 1975 - 1976,
produced by the Parish Council contained
many interesting facts. At the time Barrow’s
population was about 4410, with 1654
dwellings and the current policy was that
no further major building development
would be allowed beyond Humphrey
Perkins School and along Nottingham
Road. However, plans did exist for about
100 dwellings mainly on two sites: Barrow
House, and an extension to Breachfield
Road. There were three resident doctors,
and the long awaited health centre was in
the pipeline, although the lack of a local

Voice From the Past

e
s .

- i

I ™ )

dentist was deplored.The Rail Service
Action Group was making strenuous efforts
to get the rail service to Barrow restored.

Vol 2 No 5 February 1977

The 2 O’clock Club was formed, meeting
on Mondays at the Church Rooms.A Mini
PlayDay took place on 5th Feb with David
Watterson. In an open letter Miss Walker,
chair of the Parish Council, pleaded with
everyone to participate in the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee celebrations on 7th June, and
the same edition carried an appeal for a
“Village Crier’to publicise the events.

Vol 2 No 6 April 1977

It was reported that Rev M G Woodward
MA CF was moving to the parish of Clare,
in Suffolk at the end of April.It was also
reported that the Pancake Race and Wheel
Barrow dash held on Shrove Tuesday was
won by Irene Murray and Heather Leader
(wheelbarrow) and Pam Brown (pancake).
The competition with Barrow in Suffolk
was included and we retained the trophies.

Vol 2 No 7 April 1977 June Revels’

The 4th Donkey Derby contrasted the dare
devil riding of the Kamikaze Motor Cycle
Rodeo, with the grace and power of
Falconry, all rounded off with a Barn
Dance.The Silver Jubilee arrangements
provided a whole week of events
including:Best Dressed Shop Window
competition, special church services, a whist
drive at the Bishop Beveridge Club, and a
concert by pupils of Hall Orchard and
Humphrey Perkins Schools.

o
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Silver Jubilee Party at Brook Lane

On 6th June, two representatives of the youth of
Barrow carried a message of loyal greetings to
Beacon Hill to be received by the Lord
Lieutenant on behalf of the Queen.Then, at
11.30pm, a bonfire was lit, part of a chain of
bonfires the length of the country.

On 7th June, a procession of floats and people in
fancy dress, led by pipes and drums and Miss
Jubilee, started from Driver’s car park.There
were competitions, games, entertainment and an
evening dance.

Applications were invited for a village
handyman, hours to average 6 hours per
week (312 hours per year), at a wage of
£300.30 per year.

Vol 2 No 8 August 1977

The Scout Group thanked Mr & Mrs
Middleton for the use of their garden for the
Annual Fete, at which over £400 was raised.

The play scheme BOSCAPS took place and
visits were arranged to Filbert Street, Ladybird
Books, Boots factory in Nottingham, Brooksby
Agricultural College, and Wollaton Hall.

The Bishop Beveridge Club, now over 25
years old, advertised their fete on |0th
September which was due to be opened by
Mr Frank Craven, of Misterton Hall.

It was announced that the Architects had
started on the plans of the new community
building at Humphrey Perkins, and that
grants by Charnwood and the Education
Authority had been made.

If anyone has old photos of these events, it
would be lovely to get them scanned and
put onto the village website. If so, please
contact Jane Tindle on 01509 414201.

31
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Park Hill Golf Club

* No Entrance Fee Offer
- Limited Spaces Available!
* Facilities Open to Non Members
* 18 Hole Golf Course
* 20 Bay Floodlit Driving Range
* Societies Welcome!

e Function Suite Available For
Weddings, Functions, Celebrations

%

Tel: 01509 815454
Park Hill Golf Club, Park Hill, Seagrave, Leicestershire

@templars

Shop in style this Christmas at Templars & find that
perfect gift...something unique, something special. But

don’t make shopping a chore, relax in our coffee shop
with a reviving drink & something scrumptious to eat!

@Elegant Coffee Shop @Inspirational Gifts & Cards

@Pjano Show Room  @Contemporary Art

Opening times
10am - 5pm Monday - Saturday
Open Sundays in December

Tel: 0116 230 2638
5 Woodgate, Rothley

SUPPORTING
PEOPLE TO
IVE AT HOME

Direct Health UK Ltd
is continuing to expand its care in
community based services & job
opportunities for care staff, senior care staff
and care co-ordinators
in the following areas LE11, LE12, LE3, LE4
® WORKING TO SET ROTAS WITH F/T & P/T
HOURS AVAILABLE
© REVISED PAY RATES BETWEEN £6.22 TO £7.29
(ENHANCED AT WEEKENDS)
© EXCELLENT TRAINING PROVIDED, INCLUDING
® FREE SUPPORT UPTO NVQ LEVEL 3

& CAREER PROGRESSION

MUST BE A DRIVER WITH OWN TRANSPORT
DIRECT HEALTH UK LTD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

Apply today to join our

\ in ¢ CARE
established organisation _i§
with fresh opportunities to AT
iy faunched gradod health
HOME

recently launched graded
pay structure

BARROW FENCING
COMPANY

All types of Fencing erected & repaired
Concrete, Timber, Close Board Panels,
Picket, Steel Palisade, Post & Rail & Decorative Trellis

FENCE & SHED TREATMENT
Waterproofs & Preserves
Various colours available

Guaranteed to last 5 years!

Local * Rellable * Competitive

For your FREE quote cl\ll ]anlles on
07775 578947

or email
barrow.fencing@hotmail.co.uk

PHONE 0116 234 7880 dadidid
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Old Barrow

Working with the Heavy Horse

Although long since retired from
farm work in this country, you can
still see the heavy horse at work at
county shows, in ploughing matches
etc. Usually decked out in their
polished brass and leather harnesses,
they provide a glimpse of our
agricultural past.

Horses for courses

The main breed was the Shire, found in
most districts of England it stood 16 to 17
hands and weighed about three-quarters
of a ton although some were bigger and
heavier. Common colours were bay, brown

T e
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and particularly good tempered and
docile; the most useful characteristics in a
work horse. In reality most working
horses on the small farms were cross
breeds. It would have been far more
important to know which farm the foal
came from and to have had a good look at
its parents than anything else.

| still have vague memories of my father,
Joseph Bird junior, working with two Shires;
they were grey and as | remember were
called Kitty and Blossom. Blossom was the
older and was used where one horse was
required. Kitty being younger and still in

- N Joseph Bird Senior bindering near to
! Fish Pool Brook at
Cream Lodge,
Pawdy Lane.

I J
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and black, greys being less common.The
Shire was rather slower than other
breeds. It exerted its power steadily which
effectively put less stress on the harness
than a snatch would. The Clydesdale, again
a popular breed, had a greater length of
leg and a rather lighter body making it
appear taller, though in fact it was a similar
height to the Shire- because of its longer
leg it was a faster mover than the Shire
and tended to be favoured where road
work was important.

The Suffolk Punch, distinguished by its
barrel shape and bright chestnut colour,
was popular on the wetter heavier soils
because its legs were free from feather
and therefore easier to keep clean. During
the 1920s a new breed was introduced
from France- The Percheron. It was
smaller than the Shire but a quick mover

training worked alongside Blossom when
ploughing or when other heavy jobs needed
to be done.When | was a child these
animals seemed absolutely enormous. My
father would lead Blossom to the side of a
field gate which | would then climb in order
to get on her back; her back was so wide it
was like trying to sit astride a large barrel
and as she walked she rolled from side to
side making it necessary to cling onto the
harness on the head collar but what an
exciting ride for a six year old.

Horses versus tractors

My father’s younger life would have been
spent with the heavy horse but by the time |
came along he was beginning to look with
some envy at the neighbours who had
tractors. Eventually he clubbed together
with his brothers to buy a couple of
Standard Fordsons.

o

He did however have many stories to tell of
his time with the horse.

There were as many problems buying a
horse in those days as buying a second
hand car today. My father told me of the
time when my grandfather (Joseph Bird
senior) bought a horse from a persuasive
dealer. It looked fine but it was not until it
was put in the shafts that its true colours
emerged. It had the habit, when it felt it
was being worked too hard, of lying down.
This of course either snapped or cracked
the shafts. | thought it prudent not to ask
what grandfather did with this horse.

Going back further to when my
grandfather was a young man at the turn
of the century, tractors were becoming
available but they were still in their
embryonic stage and considered by many
to be more temperamental and unreliable
than horses. On a cold wet morning it was
more by pure luck than mechanical
reliability that the tractor would start. This
made catching an unwilling horse child’s
play by comparison.

| don’t think my grandfather ever drove a
tractor or ever wanted to. His life was spent
solely with working horses.As a young man
he would take a stallion around to the
various farms to service the mares. | think
he must have thought this a much better
job, escaping the hard graft of farm work for
a while. He would be away from home
sometimes for as long as a few weeks. He
got the chance to travel beyond the local
Village, see other farms and meet other
people. He would sometimes be shown great
hospitality and given a warm bed for the
night; at other times he would have to
spend the night in the stables with his
horse. It was on one of these trips that he
met his future wife Lydia, my grandmother.
She worked as a cook in one of the
manor houses he visited.

No doubt he would have been well looked
after on these occasions.

Dave Bird

CORRECTION

In Dave Bird’s previous article about hay-making,
it was stated, incorrectly, that his family has farmed
four Barrow farms, including Barrow View Farm.
A reader has pointed out that Barrow View Farm
lies on the site of what used to be called Brook
Farm and that the Bird family did not farm there.
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Holiday at Home 2007

A time for laughter,
excitement and learmng

The summer included for a good number of our ‘seniors’ a week of laughter
(how many fingers do you need to play a recorder when you have no music and
have only just discovered which end to blow into?), excitement (sailing, even on
the Avon, with the assurance of the ‘skipper’ that water in the hold is purely
incidental!) and learning (a wok is not to be worn, but can be used to help

provide a sumptuous meal, watch this demo).

Through the Baptist Church link with the elderly at its Luncheon Club and Happy Hour and
by general invitation in the village for the first week in August, groups met each day other
than the Thursday day off for a programme of events including Lunch, Flower Power,
Stratford, Make mine Music and Healthy Living done dangerously in the best sense!

Gallons of tea, stacks of sandwiches, quantities of cake, loads of laughter, ‘ohs and ahs’
accompanied the serious pleasure of friendship and fun together.Who said that the elderly do

not know how to let their hair down?

Age Concern was the organization that provided the focus for our giving.

Watch out for the reunion and the programme for 2008 as it unfolds.

QA
VA j '
— Judith Morrison

Parties for

2,3 & 4 year olds

Be amazed as the children
rays discover the puppets, bubbles,
. teddies, games and activities,
sts, all hidden in the magic box.
|er'S )
we | | JUNIORS
sured .

Parties for 5,6
teed & 7 year olds
1dard Y
, @ Crazy dancing to the latest hits
Iel?ce © Wacky Games and Karaoke
ction ©Funky Prizes and Party Bags
area For more information,

02
322

eicester

call your local party leader
on 01509 413873 or emdil
Jjackieandverity@ jabberjacks.co.uk
or visit www. jabberjacks.co.uk

We design....

We print....

== BN

MULBERRY SQUARE

N FINT & INTERNET g
. mulberrysquarS;

Why not give us a call on 08701 420430

or visit www.mulberrysquare.tv

CHIROPODY
' SERVICE *:

[‘Q* * nail cutting
/ * corns
'« calluses :
="« fungal nails =
Professional and friendly service
For appointments, please call
Julie Astill

HPC registered

Phone: 01509 815390
Mobile: 07711543428

ADAM SHARPE

Gas/Plumbing Service
& Repair Engineer
Central Heating, Boilers, Fires,
Cookers, Water Heaters

Advice on Safety / Energy Saving /
System Problems

07912 622 150
01509 413138

v
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Thurs 6th WEA Tim Fisher course part 2; 10.15 - 4.00; Scout Hut

Fri 7th Centre Film: Scout HQ; 7.30; "The Grinch" (PG): Christmas-time entertainment
for all the family

Sat 8th Clock Club Christmas Jumble; come and join in the carol singing; mince pies
and refreshments; Church Rooms; 10.00 - | 1.30; Surplus to Barnardo’s.
Everyone welcome. Admission free

Sun 9th  BUSCA presents another Centre Stage production: musical: “The Hired Man”;
HPHS; 7.00pm; tickets from the Paper Shop

Mon [10th WI; Members Evening; Bishop Beveridge Club; 7.30pm
Tues | Ith OAP Tea; Hall Orchard Primary School

Fri 14th Baptist Church Luncheon Club; 12.30

Sun I5th Holy Trinity Coffee Morning; Church Rooms

Mon 3Ist New Year’s Eve Ball and Party; 8.00; Humphrey Perkins Community Centre;
Tickets from the Paper Shop

Sat 5th Methodist Mini mart and Coffee morning

Tues 8th Parish Council meeting; starts 7.00 with public session; Parish Council office; all
welcome

Wed 9th Gardening Club 'WATER GARDENS AND WATER FEATURES' Speaker Jeff Bates
Fri 11th  Baptist Church Luncheon Club; 12.30pm
Mon 14th WI at the Bishop Beveridge Club; 7.30pm

Sat 2nd  Methodist Mini mart and Coffee morning

Tues 5th Parish Council meeting; starts 7.00 with public session; Parish Council office;
all welcome

Wed 6th Gardening Club: 'INTERESTING SHRUBS FOR ALL THE YEAR ROUND'
Speaker R] Gregory

Sat 9th Clock Club Jumble Sale
Mon I1th WI at the Bishop Beveridge Club; 7.30pm
Fri I15th  Labour Party Quiz night; Bishop Beveridge Club

Sat 16th BUSCA Valentine's Dinner Dance; HPHS; 7.00 for 7.30; "Just Us" duo Tickets from
the Paper Shop

Sat Ist Methodist Mini mart and Coffee morning

Tues 4th Parish Council meeting; starts 7.00 with public session; Parish Council office;
all welcome

Wed 5th Gardening Club; 'GROWING VEGETABLES IN CONTAINERS'
Speaker Graham Wagstaffe

Fri 7th Baptist Church Luncheon Club; 12.30pm
Panto Group: "Peter Pan" the Panto; HPHS; 7.00 - 9.00 Tickets from the Paper Shop

Sat 8th Clock Club Jumble Sale; 10.00 - 11.30; Church Rooms
Panto Group: "Peter Pan" the Panto; HPHS; 7.00 - 9.00 Tickets from the Paper Shop

Mon 10th WI at the Bishop Beveridge Club; 7.30pm
Fri 14th  Baptist Church Luncheon Club; 12.30pm

December 9th "The Hired Man" a musical that has had world wide success. Performed by the
New Perspectives Theatre at 7.00pm.HPHS Community Centre.

December 3Ist New Years’ Eve Party and Ball with dancing to the Danny Rogers Big Band,
HPHS Community Centre

February 16th Valentine’s Dinner Dance with Just Us

March 7th and 8th Barrow Panto Group performs “Peter Pan, the Panto” HPHS Community Centre,
2.00 and 7.00

Tickets for all these events can be bought from The Paper Shop, High Street, Barrow
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